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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3), filed July 9, 2007, to accept an unintentionally 
delayed claim under 35 U.S.C § 120 for the benefit of priority to the prior -filed non-provisional 
application set forth in the amendment filed concurrently with the instant petition. 

The petition under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(3) is GRANTED. 

A petition for acceptance of a claim for late priority under 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) is only applicable to those 
applications filed on, or after, November 29, 2000. Further, the petition is appropriate only after the 
expiration of the period specified in 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2)(ii). In addition, the petition under 37 CFR 
1.78(a)(3) must be accompanied by: 

1 . the reference required by 35 U.S.C § 120 and 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(2)(i) of the 
prior-filed application, unless previously submitted; 

2. the surcharge set forth in § 1.1 7(t), and 

3. a statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due under 
37 CFR 1.78(a)(2)(ii) and the date the claim was filed was unintentional. 
The Commissioner may require additional information where there is a 
question whether the delay was unintentional. 

The instant pending application was filed on January 31, 2002, and was pending at the time of the filing 
of the instant petition. A reference to the prior-filed nonprovisional application has been included in an 
amendment to the first page of the specification, as required by 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2)(iii). 

The instant nonprovisional application was filed after November 29, 2000, and the claim herein for the 
benefit of priority to the prior-filed application is submitted after the expiration of the period specified in 
37 CFR 1.78(a)(2)(ii). Also, the reference to the prior filed application was submitted during the 
pendency of the instant nonprovisional application for which the claim for benefit of priority is sought. 
See 35 U.S.C. § 120. Accordingly, having found that the instant petition for acceptance of an 
unintentionally delayed claim for benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120 to the prior-filed non- 
provisional application satisfies the conditions of 37 CFR 1.78(a)(3), the petition is granted. 
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The granting of the petition to accept the delayed benefit claim to the prior-filed application under 
37 CFR 1.78(a)(3) should not be construed as meaning the instant application is entitled to the 
benefit of the prior-filed application. In order for the instant application to be entitled to the 
benefit of the prior-filed application, all other requirements under 35 U.S.C. § 120 and 37 CFR 
1.78(a)(1) and (a)(2) must be met. Similarly, the fact that the corrected Filing Receipt 
accompanying this decision on petition includes the prior-filed application should not be construed 
as meaning that applicant is entitled to the claim for benefit of priority to the prior-filed application 
noted thereon. Accordingly, the examiner will, in due course, consider this benefit claim and 
determine whether the instant application is entitled to the benefit of the earlier filing date. 

A corrected Filing Receipt, which includes the priority claim to the prior-filed applications, accompanied 
this decision on petition. 

Any inquiries concerning this decision may be directed to Kenya A. McLaughlin, Petitions Attorney, at 
(571)272-3222. 

This matter is being referred to Technology Center 3600, Art Unit 3693for appropriate action on the 
amendment filed July 9, 2007, including consideration by the examiner of applicant's entitlement to claim 
benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 to the prior-filed non-provisional application. 




Anthony / j£night 
Supervisor 
Office of Petitions 
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Date Mailed: 06/12/2008 



Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination 
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the 
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. 
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please 
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections 

Applicant(s) 

Jack J. Johnson, Summit, NJ; 
William F. Coyle, Summit, NJ; 
Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 27614 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

This application is a CON of 09/542,451 04/04/2000 PAT 6.598,029 
which is a CIP of 09/023,968 02/13/1998 PAT 6,047,274 
which claims benefit of 60/039,041 02/24/1997 
and claims benefit of 60/064,421 10/30/1997 

Foreign Applications 



If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 04/03/2002 

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 
is US 10/062,798 

Projected Publication Date: Not Applicable 

Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
** SMALL ENTITY ** 
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Title 

Bidding for energy supply 
Preliminary Class 

705 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted b y a^nt 
fa's^^^ 

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty ^ PC J^^ e ^°^^jl^ CT proC e SS simplifies the filing 
effect as a reguiar national patent ^ ' '"J^SSf?^^^ in a grant of 4 international 

protection is desired. 

« every country has i,s own patent law.anri a POT^.£™>£ ^^SKS-E 
foreign countries lo ensure that patent rights are nor lost prematurely. 
Ap^ntsalscaraadvlsedtha,^ 

guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

1 1 cdto hnnkiPt "Reneral Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 

.hafi n f U r,tir intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 

fo^n^ 

^STo^^T^. ^STS^t issues. a PP „cants may 
canthe^U S Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158). 

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED „ jf 4h Dnr ase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 WS.C 84 .f the phrase r lications where 
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set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth m 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an eariier 
'Sense has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocat.on upon wntten notification. The 
SSSdSXlSSrtve date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 



37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 



This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or 

it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications^) filed under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). Th.s 
license is not retroactive. 

The arant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
asZosed b any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the . nsttnri 
TJS nr «?™rt of technical data Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 

Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 
NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U S C 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
nrKJS? GRANTED'- DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12 
if a S^^SbaS ttSxplSSkin of 6 months from the filing date of the application . If 6 months has lapsed 

and the licensee has not received anj , indicafion of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 
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